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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /023 W 

096138 241549Z/42 

P 232154Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO USDOC WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 9715 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 8039 


FOR ITA/SAD FROM THOMAS JACKA, MISSION COORDINATOR USDOC 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP, CO 

SUBJECT: U.S. CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION SEMINAR AUG 78 WRAP-UP 


1 . SUMMARY. 

SUBJECT MISSION CONCLUDES ITS FIVE-DAY VISIT TO BOGOTA AND 
NINETEEN-DAY VISIT TO THE ANDEAN REGION. MISSION DISBANDS 
AUG 24 FOLLOWING AUG 23 WRAP-UP INTERVIEWS AS OF NOON, AUG. 

22, TOTAL FIGURES FOR ALL FIVE STOPS WERE U.S. DOLLARS 3,810,000 
IN IMMEDIATE SALES AND 13,700,000 IN TWELVE MONTH PROJECTED 
SALES. FIGURES AS REPORTED BY MISSION INTERVIEWS AND COMPLETION 
FORMS ITA-4 11 P. 

TOTAL REGISTERED ATTENDANCE BY LOCAL CONSTRUCTORS AND ENGINEERS 
AT PRESENTATIONS WAS 978. END SUMMARY. 


2. MISSION PROGRAM PRESENTATIONS MONDAY WERE THE BEST TO DATE. 
MONDAY EVENING RECEPTION ATTENDED BY AMBASSADOR ASENCIO 
AND COMMERCIAL STAFF. RECEPTION BEST TO DATE, WITH VERY 
INFLUENTIAL COLOMBIAN CONSTRUCTIORS ATTENDING. INITIAL 
BUSINESS DISCUSSIONES BEGUN IN EARNEST AT RECEPTION, AND 
ARE CONTINUING TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY. MISSION MEMBERS 
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UNANIMOUS IN BELIEF THAT BOGOTA THE BEST STOP, THROUGH 
COMPETITION FROM OTHER POSTS INTENSE. 


3. INDICATION OF MISSION'S SUCCESS WAS STATEMENT IN 
WRITING BY ALL, REPEAT ALL, MEMBERS THAT THEIR COMPANIES 
WOULD PARTICIPATE IN A SECOND SEMINAR MISSION TO SOUTH 
AMERICA. 
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4. ITA-41 IP AGGREGATE RESULTS FROM ALL NINE MISSION MEMBERS 
FOR FIVE STOPS ARE AS FOLLOWS (AS OF NOON, AUG. 22): 

A. IMMEDIATE SALES: 2,300,000 DOLLARS, NEW TO MARKET; 

1.510.000 DOLLARS, OLD TO MARKET. 

B. PROJECTED 12-MONTH SALES: 8,000,000 DOLLARS, NEW TO MARKET; 

5.700.000 DOLLARS, OLD TO MARKET. 

C. SALES REPS: THRFEF. SIGNED, TWO EXPECTED. 

D. LICENSE/JOINT VENTURES: FIVE SIGNED, FIVE EXPECTED. 

E. FIRST OBIECTIVE ACHIEVEMENT: SIX YES, ONE O, TWO PARTIAL. 

NO ANSWER HAD IMMEDIATE SALES AS FIRST OBJECTIVE. 

5. MISSION WRAP-UP SESSION COMMENTS INCLUDED (1) HIGH PRAISE 
FOR USDOC SUPPORT OF TOTAL MISSION AND STAFF EFFORT IN 
BOGOTA AND QUITO, (WL STRONG ENDORCEMENT OF SEMINAR METHOD AS 
EXCELLENTE VEHICLE FOR INITIATING CONTACTS AND PUBLICITY, 

(3) PUBLICITY, APPOINTMENTS, AND PRESENTATIONS WERE ALL 
EXCELLENT, (4) THE COOPERATION OF LOCAL CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 
AND CONSTRUCTION WAS MASTER STROKE IN GUARANTEEING RECORD 
TURN-OUT. 

6. IN SUMM, MISSION VISIT TO BOGOTA WAS OUTSTANDING CULMINATION 
TO NINETEEN DAY. THREE-COUNTRY EVENT. MUCH UNQUALIFIED PRAISE 
EXPRESSED FOR OFFICERS' WEINTRAUB AND RIOS SUPPORT, AS WELL 

AS BATEMAN AND CORTES IN QUITO. MEMBERS WERE TRULY A CLOSE 
WORKING AND EFFECTIVE TEAM. THEIR ENTHUSIASM AND COMMITTMENT 
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TO A SECOND MISSION IN ARGENTINA, CHILE, AND BRAZIL SHOULD BE 
EXPLOITED BY USDOC/SAD. 

7. JACKA RETURNS WASHINGTON OFFICE TUESDAY AUG 29. PREPARED FOR 
AM SAD DE-BRIEFING. 

ASENCIO 
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